






FROM THE ARCHIVES - THIS WEEK IN 1949 
 

Seventy five years ago this week Ilkeston Town travelled to Shirebrook Supporters in 
the Central Alliance. Ilkeston Town had only been reformed in 1945 to become the 
first senior side to represent the town since the early 1930s. The Robins had been 
knocked out of the FA Cup by Sutton Town but had won their only league game 5-0. 
They had in fact already won a trophy when they beat South Normanton Welfare in a 
Derbyshire Senior Cup Final replay held over from the previous season. So 
confidence was high. The teams were:- 

Shirebrook Supporters - Price, Waters, Halstead, Hill, Parker, Turner, Williams, 
Atkin, Briggs, Rushby and Roberts. 

Ilkeston Town - Hall, Netting, Ball, Webb, Wallace, Sans, Nicklin, McNaughton, 
Ledger, Booth and Johnson. 

Ilkeston started the game strongly taking the lead through Nicklin on six minutes. 
Shirebrook hit back in only three minutes when Atkin equalized. Ledger missed a 
good chance for the Robins before Roberts put Shirebrook in front. Roberts then 
added a second just after the break. Ledger pulled one back for Ilkeston and then 
McNaughton equalized with a stunning swerving shot from outside the box. The 
Robins hopes were dashed however when Atkin and Briggs made the score 5-3. 
Nicklin scored a fourth for Ilkeston but Briggs added two more to make the score 7-4. 

 
Shirebrook Supporters got their curious name when Shirebrook Town ceased 

playing in the 1930s and the supporters formed their own team. They progressed 
through the Shirebrook and District League and North Notts League before joining the 
Central Alliance after the war. They changed their name just Shirebrook in 1950 to 
avoid their newly formed supporters club having to be called Shirebrook Supporters 
Supporters Club! They changed their name again to Shirebrook Miners Welfare and 
are linked to the more recent Shirebrook Colliery and Shirebrook Town. 

 
The Robins reacted to the defeat by dropping three players and making another four 

tactical switches. This seemed to work as they beat Notts County A 6-1 in their next 
game at the Manor Ground in front over 2000 fans. The season however ended in 
disappointment when Ilkeston finished only mid table and it would be a few years later 
before the Robins started winning titles. 

 
Elsewhere in a September heatwave First Division Derby County beat Burnley 1-0 

away from home and Notts County and Nottingham Forest were first and second in 
the Division Three South. Forest beat Swindon 2-1 in front of 26,000 fans and County 
beat Crystal Palace 2-1 with the legendary Tommy Lawton getting one of the goals in 
front of 36,000 fans. Wolverhampton Wanderers were top of the First Division closely 
followed by Manchester United and Burnley. Doncaster Rovers were bottom of the 
Third Division North one place below New Brighton. Both teams have tasted non- 
league football since but New Brighton from Birkenhead have disappeared 
altogether. 

 
In local non-league football in this week in 1949 Basford United were beating 

Stanton Ironworks at the Stute 4-2 in the Notts Alliance and in the same competition 
Heanor Athletic beat Ollerton Colliery either 4-0 or 6-0 depending on what paper you 
read. In the Derby and District League Section D Mickleover Old Boys (now 
Mickleover) were beating local rivals Mickleover BL (now Mickleover RBL) 6-0. 

 
Nationally, with the country recovering from the Second World War, the news was 

dominated by the on ongoing battle between the railway workers and the Labour 
government over pay. The train drivers were operating a go-slow which some people 
may believe is still in force today. The leaders were encouraging all children to have 
the measles inoculation in the midst of an epidemic but two children had already died 
allegedly as a result of the injection. 

John Shiels 











 
 

 
 

 





INFINITE ENERGY

e: sales@chryso.co.uk

www.chryso.co.uk
sales enquiries :

SPECTRAL INTENT ELITE sz 5

Introducing the Spectral Intent Elite
Exclusive Northern Premier League Match Ball :

Ÿ Microcoated PU casing equalizes airow

Ÿ Engineered PU for increased response

& enhanced control

Ÿ Optimal sphericity for straight ight

Ÿ Modied latex bladder for improved balance & 

accuracy

Ofcial Partner to the
Pitching In NPL
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A business of Marsh McLennan

Sports 
insurance 
specialist
The official insurance provider to the 
Pitching In Northern Premier League.  
 
With Marsh as your risk advisor, you 
will get a team with a combination 
of sport industry specific expertise, 
deep intellectual capital, and global 
experience to address all the risks  
you face.
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IF YOU SEE   
OR HEAR  , 
REPORT  

‘It’ is discrimination, in all its forms. Racism. Homophobia, Misogyny. Disablism.
If you have seen it or heard it, follow the QR code to report it to Kick It Out.

Together, we can put an end to it.



The Daniel Wilkinson Foundation is a charity set up in memory of Daniel 
Wilkinson who died in 2016 aged 24, while playing the game he loved, from 

an underlying heart condition called Arrhythmogenic Right Ventricular 
Cardiomyopathy (ARVC).

Tragedies can be prevented through cardiac 
screening. It is vital that young people are 
identified and treated.

Dan played football from an early age and joined Hull City AFC when he 
was 10, earning a professional contract aged 18.  Loughborough 
University followed where he completed a degree in Accounting and 
Financial Management while playing non-league football.  He was an 
athlete who enjoyed the gym and took his health and nutrition very 
seriously.  He lived life to the full and had so much ahead of him.  

The Daniel Wilkinson Foundation has been 
set up to raise awareness of SCD and to 
provide funding towards heart screening, 
defibrillators and CPR/defibrillator training 
primarily for grass-roots sporting teams. 

To donate: mydonate.bt.com/charities/thedanielwilkinsonfoundation

SUDDEN CARDIAC DEATH IN THE 
YOUNG (SCD) 

In Italy, where screening is mandatory for all 
young people engaged in organised sport, they 
have reduced the incidence of young sudden 
cardiac death by 89%.

Warning signs may include light-headedness, 
fainting, palpitations, swollen legs, 
breathlessness.

ARVC can be found in one in every 1,000 to 
5,000 young adults - IF IT IS LOOKED FOR. 

SCD is the leading cause of death in young 
athletes during sport and the majority of deaths 
occur with NO SYMPTOMS or family history.

Every week in the UK, 12 apparently fit and 
healthy young people (aged 35 and under) die 
from previously undiagnosed heart conditions.

Other than feeling light-headed on a few occasions in the month 
before he died, he had no symptoms!

OUR MISSION 

thedanielwilkinsonfoundation

thedanielwilkinsonfoundation.org 

contact@thedanielwilkinsonfoundation.org

@dannywilks5

Find out more 

dwfoundation5



Official Benchwear Partner to the  
Pitching In Northern Premier League



WHEN IS IT?
ANDYSMANCLUBs meet 
every Monday at 7pm 
(excluding Bank Holiday 
Mondays).

WHERE IS IT?
ANDYSMANCLUB has over 
100 locations across the UK. 
Check our website below 
for a full list.

HOW DO I JOIN?
Just turn up on the night. 
No registration or referral 
is required, all we ask is 
that you arrive before 7pm. 
The full list of our locations 
available on our website.

WHAT IS ANDYSMANCLUB?
ANDYSMANCLUB is a free peer-to-peer group that 
provides a place for men to come together in a safe and 
open environment to talk about the issues or problems that 
they have faced or are currently facing.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
The process is about bringing men together who have been 
in similar situations, to help each other on a peer to peer 
basis, sharing how they have dealt with various situations 
through lived experiences. No matter how big or small your 
problem feels, we are here to support each other.  The 
5 questions that are asked each week are designed not 
only to encourage men to talk, but to start to focus on the 
positives and on strategies to keep moving forward. There 
is no pressure to answer any of the questions and it is not 
uncommon for men to just listen for the first few sessions.

The clubs all run on the same format and adhere to the 
same guidelines. A key principle of ANDYSMANCLUB is 
anything that is said in the club, stays within the club.

WHO IS IT FOR?
The club is open to any man 18 or over, who is going 
through a storm, been through a storm or just wants to 
meet a good group of people with the aim of improving one 
another.

ANDYSMANCLUB

CONTACT US
  @andysmanclub

  @andysmanclubuk
  @andysmanclubuk

WWW   andysmanclub.co.uk
  info@andysmanclub.co.uk

  andysmanclub



Ever thought of volunteering to 
help your local football club?

There are many different volunteer roles in non-league football and 
Northern Premier League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In’s online Volunteer Hub
is the place where you can find opportunities and contact your

local football club. 

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk 

to find out more


